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“Through Christ, Centennial Lutheran Church fosters growth in faith
by being a home to all, a source of strength to those in need,
a retreat for the weary and a beacon of hope for all.”

What is a disciple? That was the first question asked in our adult education class
this fall. It’'s a good one. The most generic answer is a follower of Christ. After all, that’s
what the disciples did, isn’t it? Jesus hollered to them as he walked by—Simon, Andrew,
James and John were fishing, Matthew was at a tax booth—each left what he was doing
and followed. So, disciples follow. But, as with so many words we find rooted in the
bible, disciple, means more than a follower. In Greek—the language our New Testament
was written in—the term used for disciple is mathétes. It means learner or student.

Disciples didn’t just walk behind a pied piper. Disciples belonged to a rabbi, a
teacher, a particular school of thought and practice. Disciples sat at the teacher’s feet,
listening. Disciples learned to do what the teacher did or taught. For instance, after
Jesus died Peter took up teaching and preaching like Jesus did. Many disciples went out
and healed as Jesus did. But, first, they listened. They learned.

We are disciples today. We don'’t sit at the physical feet of Jesus, but we sit at the
foot of the cross. In worship we hear God’s Word. We listen. In Sunday School we learn
what Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection mean for us. We are students. We are learners.
We are followers. We are disciples.

We have an opportunity to listen this fall—many opportunities, really. One, in
worship. There we continue to hear God’s Word proclaimed. A second opportunity is in
Sunday School where we are discussing Life Together, a book about Christian
community. There we are learning what it means and what it can mean that we are
gathered here at Centennial. A third opportunity is on October 16 when Pastor Judith
VanOsdol will preach for us and meet with our Council and Vision Ministry to explain
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both Mission Redevelopment (an application process for financial and leadership
support in the ELCA) and “unofficial” redevelopment (an informal process being
developed for churches which don’t qualify for redevelopment but are ready for
renewal anyway). While she is here we hope to complete the Congregational Vitality
Survey. This survey is intended for every congregation and is used to help the members
of the congregation learn what strengths we have and what areas need tending.
Because other congregations in our conference are using this survey, we have a network
of churches we can work with as we figure out what our next steps are in renewing the
life of our congregation. Redevelopment—whether official or not—is a long process of
learning and growing and changing.

In the meantime, we have a daily opportunity for discipleship. We have the
opportunity to pray. To pray about our congregation, our community, and our world.
And, we have the opportunity to listen for our teacher’s voice. So often, prayer becomes
a one sided conversation in which our worries or wants are handed over to God. More
often, as disciples/learners/students, we need to listen for God’s call. This month, I
challenge you, to two things:

1. Be here, be present to learn with your brothers and sisters.
2. Take 5 minutes. Pray about something. Take another 5 minutes and just listen.

Peace,
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

“Rest” is another four-letter word that we have a difficult time including in our
lives. We don’t have to be ill to need rest. Itis as important as nourishment.

When 1 retired, | sought a water aerobics class where the idea was implanted to
keep moving for an hour. Recently, our instructor had us doing kicks against the side
of the pool, and then | heard his voice behind me give another instruction, but I
couldn’t understand him. Finally, I turned to ask what he was saying, and it took
three repeats before I heard the word, “"Rest!” It is a word I seldom hear.

Yet, God in the beginning “...on the seventh day he rested from all his work.
And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all
the work of creating that he had done.” (Genesis 2:2) So why do I think I must work
at all times unless sick?



Jesus tells us in Matthew 11:28, "Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest. ” I need to be reminded it is OK to pause. I am
encouraged to come to our church, listen to our pastor’'s message on Sundays,
meditate, pray, and rest my mind as well as my body. When | rest, | am energized
and can think more clearly. 1 am less irritable and kinder. So enjoy that nap and a
good night’s sleep, and let God rejuvenate you.

Remember: Just push pause!

God’s blessings to you,

Lynnette Reveling, Congregation President
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The choir will be rehearsing two Sundays in October to prepare for Reformation
Sunday. If you are interested in joining this group, please let me know. We will
rehearse in the sanctuary at 8:15 AM on October 16t and 234 and then sing on October
30th, Everyone is welcome to join us, all ages, all voices!

This fall we have been focusing on the telling of our heritage. How has being
“Lutheran” formed you, reeformed you? As I mentioned in July, as my part in our
Lutheran focus, [ am bringing into worship the music of Martin Luther. Each month we
will learn (or refllearn) one or two hymns that Luther wrote text and/or music for, to
aid us in being church better together! By the end of 2017 [ hope we can say that
Centennial Lutheran Church sings with gusto the hymns of Martin Luther! In October
we will use the hymn Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word to open our Reformation
Sunday worship. This hymn has a very interesting history. In 1541, the Turks were
threatening to overtake Vienna. The German-speaking rulers called for special prayers
to be made and Martin Luther responded by writing this hymn (both the text and tune).
[t was a time in history when Lutherans found themselves threatened by both the Turks
and the Pope. The original first verse was directly tied to those threats:

Lord, keep us in Thy Word and work, restrain the murderous Pope and Turk,
Who fain would tear from off Thy throne Christ Jesus, Thy beloved Son.

The words have changed to be relevant today. The three verses now serve as a prayer
that our Triune God will guard and keep us at all times. The first verse addresses our
Father Lord to ask Him to curb those who would seize the kingdom from the Son.



Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son and bring to naught all He has done.

The second verse is directed to God the Son. In it we pray that Jesus will guard and keep
us so that we can sing His praises eternally.

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, for You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we may sing Your praise eternally.

Verse three is directed to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, Comforter, calls us, gathers us,
enlightens us, keeps us in the one true faith. While the church is divided, we pray that
He will give us true unity and peace.

O Comforter of priceless worth, send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife and lead us out of death to life.

Luther wrote during a time of political and religious unrest - not so different from
today. History shows that God listened to the prayers of His people. The Lutheran
church survived that time of crisis and still exists today! So we sing this prayer hymn
joyfully on Reformation Sunday, remembering God’s promise of love.

We will sing Luther’s music from now until Reformation 2017, learning hymns
and chants that are rich and full.

Vee Ann Sattler, Centennial Lutheran Music Director

Luther on Music
"Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. She is a mistress and
governess of those human emotions...which control men or more often overwhelm
them...Whether you wish to comfort the sad, to subdue frivolity, to encourage the
despairing, to humble the proud, to calm the passionate, or to appease those full of
hate..what more effective means than music could you find?"




CLC FINANCIAL STATUS

Centennial TS
FAEY . : .
Lutheran SR Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Church W% God'swork. Ourhands.
Jan - Aug $ Over % of
16 Budget Budget Budget
Income
Givers of Record/Loose Plate 80,749 93,207 (12,458) 86.63%
Other Income-(Rental, King Sooper Cards, Etc) 3,619 3,948 (329) 91.66%
Total Income 84,368 97,155 (12,787) 86.84%
Expense
Church Office - Personnel 72,110 70,897 1,213 101.71%
Church Office - Non-Personnel (Tele, Util, Etc) 4,388 5,392 (1,004) 81.38%
Property & Grounds 16,620 17,000 (380) 97.76%
Other Expense-(Muisic,Evangelism, Etc) 4,437 6,406 (1,969) 69.26%
Total Expense 97,555 99,695 (2,140) 97.85%
Net Income (13,187) (2,540) (10,647) 519.17%
Designated Income 3,042
Designated Expense 22,796
SEPTEMBER OFFERINGS RECEIVED THRU 9/25/16
September 4 $ 1,756.00
September 11 $ 2,511.60
September 18 $ 2,354.00
September 25 $ 1,651.00
Total Offerings Received through September 25: $ 8,272.00

Total Average Offerings Budgeted through July 24 $10,932.00

Total Short thru September 25: <$2,660.00>




NOISY OFFERING!

The September “Noisy Offering” weighed in at 16 pounds for a total of $155.03.
We will have another noisy offering on Sunday, October 9, so save up those pennies,
nickels, dimes, and quarters!!

CLC HAPPENINGS
Confirmation z November 2016:

We are hosting the Conference Confirmation Class in November. Pastor Katie will
be teaching and our church will be providing supper for 20+ students and parents. We
recommend a main dish, 1-2 sides, and a dessert and we need 2+ volunteers each night
to set-up and clean-up. Volunteers are invited to eat with the group, too! Please sign up
on the bulletin board in the hallway.

A VIEW FROM THE PEW

This is a new addition to Crossing Paths. It is where you can express your views,
encourage others in their walk with God and spiritual growth, and make suggestions. In
other words, it is a sharing place. The only rule is that you must send your view, signed
with your name, to the church office. It will then be reviewed and printed. Thank you, Ruth
Ellen White for the idea and this first view from the pew!

Are you utilizing all the resources the Church has to offer? Do you even know what
the resources are? [ didn't until [ started looking:
1 We have a library that contains much more than bibles. There are children's

books, works of fiction, bibles, books on spiritual growth, books to help with the
problems of life, and even cookbooks.

1 We have aweb site and Facebook page that have resources to find the help
someone may need dealing with all types of situations. It also has a calendar of
events.

9 We have a Women's Bible Study that meets the 2rd and 4t Monday of every month
at 2 PM. They are always delighted to see you, whether you can make it each time
or not.

1 Tops meets here every Wednesday morning at 10am if you need encouragement
with weight loss.

9 There is an exercise class on Monday and Wednesday afternoon at 4pm to help
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you get in shape. While these are notrun or sponsored by the Church they
are available to you.

9 Stamp Camp meets here every 4-6 weeks on Saturday mornings to do fun things
and projects with rubber stamps. They welcome walk-ins. Watch the Sunday
announcements for date and time.

9 There is a Vision Committee that meets throughout the year to help plan the
direction the Church might pursue in the future. Volunteers are always welcome,
just watch the Sunday announcements for meeting date and time.

9 The Visitation Committee brings companionship to our shut-ins and share
communion with them. Volunteers are always welcome here as well.

1 Tuesday mornings finds the Cherubs here at 9:30am sending cards of
encouragement, get well, congratulations not only to our shut-ins, but to others
who may need a word of encouragement. They also include the Sunday
announcements and a copy of Pastor Katie’s sermon.

1 We have a food pantry that distributes bags of food on the 1st and 3r4 Wednesday
of the month. Volunteers to help fill the bags and distribute them are always
needed, see the pink sign-up sheet on the white board by the main doors.

1 And, of course, we have Sunday School for children following worship. Adult
education is offered frequently throughout the year. Look for announcements
about current or future classes. Everyone is invited to attend.

[ am sure there are somethings [ missed. Just look around and see how the Church
can help you grow and help others. Then perhaps how you can help others to grow.

In Christ,

Ruth Ellen White

Kare Kits

September 11t..September 11t is a day that leaves a sour taste in all our mouths.
However, after collecting hotel shampoos and personally purchasing hand wipes and
other such personal care items, our congregation came together again on September 11,
2016 to put together Kare Kits. This project would be part of our “Giving to God” series.
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It took all of about 15 minutes for everyone, young and “seasoned” to put them together
after church that day. We did have a couple of hours of previous prep work with the
help of Mary Perea, Louise Witt, Karen Scott, Pastor Katie, Thrivent, and the rest of the
congregation’s donations. There was so much donated! In fact, there was SO much
donated from our church family, we used very little on the Thrivent Action Card we had.
Plus, we ended up making about 68 bags!!

Some bags went that day with members wishing to keep one in their car so they
are ready to help someone in need at any time. (Contact Karen Scott or Pastor Katie if
you would like one for your vehicle.) Several bags were taken by members of the TOPs
group that meets here on Wednesday mornings to keep in their own vehicles to hand
out as needed. On Tuesday, September 13, Pastor Katie, Karen Scott, and I took 50 bags
down by Catholic Charities in downtown Denver. It took us longer to find a parking spot
than it did to hand them out. Yes, it took about five minutes for people needing a bit of
help to receive these beautiful gifts you made.

One man in particular stood out to me. As I shared with the congregation last
Sunday, [ mentioned the “praying man”. As we were getting low in the box in the back
of my Jeep, we were looking around for anyone else that might like one. I noticed a tall,
thin, bearded gentleman, back packs on the ground next to his feet, holding up a new
Kare Kit above his head between his slender hands. They were pressed together like a
small child praying, eyes closed, mouthing the words, “Thank you, God...” Trying not to
stare, | looked away not knowing what else he said, but I'm sure we can all figure it out.
As we drove back to the church, I told the ladies it felt like my heart was overflowing
and pouring out all over the place.

I can say, without a doubt, we accomplished “God’s Work, Our Hands” that day.
Thanks to a little Pinterest idea and a LOT of giving from you. Instead of a bitter taste,
we should all look back on THIS September 11th and feel a little sweeter inside. THANK
YOU CENTENNIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH FAMILY!

God Bless,

Lindsey Crozier

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his deed.”
Proverbs 19:17




HAPPY NEWSI!

October is a busy month for birthdays: Bootie Seeders, 10/1; Charles Spath,
10/5; Megan and Daniel Oleson, 10/6; Joe Lamping, 10/8; Steve Berry, 10/11; Cliff
Starr, 10/12; Louise Witt, 10/15; Chuck Bugosh, 10/17; David White and Ken
Hokanson, 10/18; Bobbie Harris, 10/23; James Bagshaw, Haley Crozier, 10/25; Shelly
Oleson, 10/26; Susan Hall, 10/27; Tamiko Anderson, Chrissy Bagshaw, 10/29. Happy
birthday to one and all!!

And, while there were not quite as many anniversaries in October, they are no less
important: Marj and Bill Kielmeyer, 10/5; Valorie and Jimmy Mendez, 10/31. May you
have many, many more!!

HALLOWEEN FUN FACTS

1. The first Jack O’Lanterns were actually made from turnips.

2. Halloween is the second highest grossing commercial holiday after Christmas.

3. The word “witch” comes from the Old English wicce meaning “wise woman.” In fact,
wiccan were highly respected people at one time.

4. Samhainophobia is the fear of Halloween.

5. The owl is a popular Halloween image. In Medieval Europe owls were thought to be
witches, and to hear an owl!’s call meant someone was about to die.

6. The largest pumpkin ever measured was grown by Norm Craven, who broke the
world record in in 1993 with an 836 lb. pumpkin.

7. Trick-or-Treating evolved from an ancient Celtic tradition of putting out treats and
food to placate spirits who roamed the streets of Samhain, a sacred festival that
marked the end of the Celtic calendar year.

8. Ireland is typically believed to be birthplace of Halloween.



9. Halloween has been variously called All Hallows’ Eve, Witches Night, Lamswool,
Snap-Apple Night, and Nutcracker Night.
10. According to tradition, if a person wears their clothes inside out and then walks

backwards on Halloween, he or she will see a witch at midnight.

*These “fun facts” are from the web site facts.randomhistory.com
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